Ringway Primary School

Design and Technology Policy

Rational

At Ringway Primary School we value design and technology in the curriculum.   We 

Believe that it provides an understanding of how man –made products, systems and environments are designed / created / developed, to achieve their function and purpose within a changing society.

It provides an understanding of how design fulfils the demands of society in exploring what is of functional value and aesthetically pleasing.

Aims 

Through teaching design and Technology we aim to offer opportunities for children to learn to:

· develop and use appropriate language;

· develop a manipulative skills and the appropriate use of tools and equipment including construction sets)

· establish procedures which will ensure safety;

· explore a range of materials, their properties, and suitability for use;

· analyse the design of existing products and evaluate how for they meet their intended purpose;

· develop techniques which will enable choices and decisions to be made at various stages of construction (e.g. moveable joint )

· develop the ability to plan and evaluate their own designs ,making appropriate changes related to the identified needs;

· explore and test the potential of their design;

· recognise how technological knowledge and skills are used in everyday life;

· develop the social skills o f co-operation, listening, sharing and team work;

· develop and apply the use of ICT in the context of design and technology.

Teaching and Learning

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our lessons.  We believe in whole class teaching methods and we combine this with enquiry-based research activities.

We recognise the fact that there are children of widely different abilities in all classes and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task it to ability of the child.

Foundation – we teach design technology in reception as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year.  We relate the technology aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals.

Assessment

Teacher assessment is made at the end of each unit in accordance with the National Curriculum expectations.  This takes place informally as we observe the children working during the lessons and is recorded at the end of each topic.

Special Educational Needs

A variety of differentiation techniques are used to enable pupils to learn at their own level and to progress.  Techniques include providing core work with extensions, the use of differentiated materials, varying language and levels of instruction, and providing separate activities.

Monitoring and Evaluation

· the analysis of teacher assessments;

· review pupils work.

The design and technology subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of work and the quality of teaching in this subject.

