Ringway Primary School

English Policy

At Ringway Primary School we recognise that the personal development of pupils,

spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, plays a significant part in their ability to

learn and achieve. We therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive, caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of the cultures.

At Primary School, English is a fundamental life skill and is a principle means of

communication for most of us who live in this country. Children and adults communicate with each other and understand others through the use of this language. They can do this most effectively if they are taught how to speak it, understand it, write it and read it to a high standard. Children come to school with varying levels of language skills which we extend and deepen and provide them with a variety of language experience. All English teaching will contribute to skill development in the following areas:

• Speaking and Listening

• Reading

• Writing

Aims

We aim that children at Ringway Primary will:

• Think critically and logically

• Order their thoughts and express them clearly

• Develop skills of oracy giving the children confidence and understanding, equipping    them for work and leisure.

• Express and justify their feelings and opinions with increasing clarity and effectiveness and respect the opinions of others.

• Communicate with ease in many varied circumstances for different audiences and purposes.

The above aims are developed through:

• Providing a range of opportunities for children to talk, listen and work collaboratively in formal and informal settings

• The use of drama and role play to explore imaginary situations

• Class discussion and debates on topical or contentious issues, both parochial and world-wide

• Participation in school productions etc.
READING

We aim that children at Ringway Primary will:

• Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding

• Be able to use a full range of reading strategies, e.g. phonics, word recognition, graphic knowledge, picture or context clues

• Have an interest in books and read for enjoyment and provide them with a

wealth of texts and story patterns for their own writing

• Develop the skill of silent reading

• Develop imagination and critical awareness through reading experiences

of the best examples of traditional and modern literature

• Have experience of group, shared and individual reading.  Reading skills are developed through:

• Providing a wide range of reading material and opportunities for children

to select from this information and entertainment

• A discrete comprehension lesson per week

• Use of the Oxford Tree reading scheme for home reading

• Regular one-to-one reading support for all children who have not yet reached the stage of being able to read independently

• A daily programme of word recognition development in Early Years, Key

Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 where necessary (CLLD)

• A daily individual reading session

• Guided Reading on a regular basis

• Home Reading on a regular basis

WRITING

We aim that children at Ringway Primary will:

• Have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

• Understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation

• Be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness

• Have suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses

• Produce independent pieces of writing using correct punctuation and sentence construction

• Write extended pieces of text

• Have knowledge of a range of authors, poets and playwrights

• Develop fluid and well-formed handwriting (see Handwriting Policy)

Writing is developed through:

• Punctuation, grammar and spelling which are taught discretely and on a regular basis

• Providing opportunities for collaborative writing

• Weekly Independent writing sessions.

Spelling is developed through:

• The marking of work and feedback to pupils

• The teaching of spelling patterns

• Regular learning of spelling lists allocated according to ability groups

• Encouragement of dictionary use

• Regular spelling homework

• Streamed daily phonics sessions in EYFS and KS1 – intervention for KS2

Handwriting is developed through:

• Twice weekly teaching and practice sessions in KS2

• Phonics sessions in KS1 (three times per week)

• The use of pens in Years 5 and 6 and the introduction of pens in KS1 when the staff feel appropriate.
All our children have teaching sessions which include phonics, grammar, punctuation, spelling and comprehension.  We follow the Read Write Inc scheme for the above where children access work at their level of understanding.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

Our children are taught in an English rich environment where the all-encompassing nature of English will be reflected in the cross-curricular links for reading, writing and speaking and listening. The English curriculum draws on a variety

of teaching/learning approaches and we strive for a balance between those that concern the child’s individual developing use of language and those that concern the knowledge about language and literature. The mode of working in English is a balance between whole class teaching, teacher directed group work and independent working.

Learning Support Assistants are used in English to assist:

• In the classroom

• By hearing children read on a one-to-one context

• In group and guided reading/writing

• On outings and visits by fostering discussion and questioning among small groups

• In teaching individuals or small groups

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

• All pupils irrespective of gender, race, religion or disability, are entitled

to a broad and balanced English curriculum. We have high expectations

of all our pupils

• Attainment of boys and girls as well as the achievement of other groups

(i.e. SEN, EAL, FSM, LAC) is carefully monitored.

• Children access the curriculum at the appropriate level, thus ensuring progression and differentiation

• Suitable resources and learning environments will be made available to enable children to access the learning required.

MONITORING
Regular monitoring is undertaken in various ways:

• Regular lesson observations usually with a focus that is a whole-school

issue or area for development

• Scrutiny of pupils’ work

• Learning walks

• Moderation of planning and marking three times a year
ASSESSMENT

Assessment is a vital part of planning and teaching English. It is both formative and summative. We assess children’s work in English from three aspects (long term, medium-term and short-term). We make short-term assessments which we use to help inform our short-term planning. These are closely matched to the teaching objectives and will often be made from day to day observations by children and adults.

We make medium-term assessments to measure the progress against the key objectives and to help us plan the next unit of work. We make these judgments with the help of Pupil Progress and Pupil tracking sheets. 

We make long-term assessments on a termly and yearly basis and use them to assess progress against school and national targets. We can then set targets for the next school year and make a summary of each child’s progress before discussing it with parents and collating it in the child’s end of year report. We back up our teacher assessment judgements by assessing the children using either optional or statutory end of year tests. The  Head Teacher and Subject Coordinators monitors books and teacher’s planning throughout the year to quality assure.
SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS and  DISABILITY
Refer to the Special Needs Policy.

Additional support includes:

· Differentiated activities within lessons.

· Reading simple, graded texts to an adult on a more regular basis.

· Taking part in short, regular Additional Literacy Support sessions.

CROSS CURRICULAR LINKS

The skills developed in the teaching of English are generic. It is a component of

all other subjects. This will be particularly true of ICT and Foundation

Subjects and in our Topics

REPORTING

Parents are given the opportunity to discuss English with their child’s teacher

through Parents Evenings and annually through a written report. Reporting in

English will focus on each child’s progress in all areas of the subject.

